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1 .  I N T R O D U C T I O N  

 
On July 10, 2003, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) adopted new rules requiring wireless 
manufacturers and service providers to provide digital wireless phones that are compatible with hearing 
aids. The FCC has modified the exemption for wireless phones under the Hearing Aid Compatibility Act of 
1998 (HAC Act) in WT Docket 01-309 RM-86581 to extend the benefits of wireless telecommunications to 
individuals with hearing disabilities. These benefits encompass business, social and emergency 
communications, which increase the value of the wireless network for everyone. Approximately 500 
million people worldwide and 30 million people in the United States suffer from hearing loss.  
 
 
Compatibility Tests Involved: 
 
The standard calls for wireless communications devices to be measured for: 
Á RF Electric-field emissions 
Á RF Magnetic-field emissions 
Á T-coil mode, magnetic-signal strength in the audio band 
Á T-coil mode, magnetic-signal frequency response through the audio band 
Á T-coil mode, magnetic-signal and noise articulation index 

 
The hearing aid must be measured for: 
Á RF immunity in microphone mode 
Á RF immunity in T-coil mode 

 
In the following tests and results, this report includes the evaluation for a wireless communications 
device. 
 

 
Figure 1-1 Hearing Aid in-vitu 

                                                      
1 FCC Rule & Order, WT Docket 01-309 RM-8658 
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2 .  T E S T  S I T E  L O C A T I O N  

I. Introduction 
The map at the right shows the location of the PCTEST 
LABORATORY in Columbia, Maryland. It is in proximity to the FCC 
Laboratory, the Baltimore-Washington International (BWI) airport, 
the city of Baltimore and Washington, DC (See Figure 2-1). 
 
These measurement tests were conducted at the PCTEST 
Engineering Laboratory, Inc. facility in New Concept Business Park, 
Guilford Industrial Park, Columbia, Maryland.  The site address is 
6660-B Dobbin Road, Columbia, MD  21045.  The test site is one of 
the highest points in the Columbia area with an elevation of 390 
feet above mean sea level.  The site coordinates are 39¯ 11’15” N 
latitude and 76¯ 49’ 38” W longitude.  The facility is 1.5 miles north 
of the FCC laboratory, and the ambient signal and ambient signal 
strength are approximately equal to those of the FCC laboratory.  
There are no FM or TV transmitters within 15 miles of the site.  The 
detailed description of the measurement facility was found to be in 
compliance with the requirements of § 2.948 according to ANSI 
C63.4-2003 on January 27, 2006 and Industry Canada. 

II. Test Facility / Accreditations: 

Measurements were performed at an independent accredited PCTEST Engineering Lab located in 
Columbia, MD 21045, U.S.A. 

¶ PCTEST Lab is accredited to ISO 17025-2005 by the American Association for 
Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA) in Specific Absorption Rate (SAR) testing, Hearing-
Aid Compatibility (HAC), CTIA Test Plans, and wireless testing for FCC and Industry 
Canada Rules. 

¶ PCTEST Lab is accredited to ISO 17025 by U.S. National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) under the National Voluntary Laboratory Accreditation Program 
(NVLAP Lab code: 100431-0) in EMC, FCC and Telecommunications. 

 

¶ PCTEST facility is an FCC registered (PCTEST Reg. No. 90864) test facility with the 
site description report on file and has met all the requirements specified in Section 
2.948 of the FCC Rules and Industry Canada (IC-2451). 

¶ PCTEST Lab is a recognized U.S. Conformity Assessment Body (CAB) in EMC and 
R&TTE (n.b. 0982) under the U.S.-EU Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA). 

¶ PCTEST TCB is a Telecommunication Certification Body (TCB) accredited to 
ISO/IEC Guide 65 by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) in all scopes 
of FCC Rules and all Industry Canada Standards (RSS). 

¶ PCTEST facility is an IC registered (IC-2451) test laboratory with the site description 
on file at Industry Canada. 

¶ PCTEST is a CTIA Authorized Test Laboratory (CATL) for AMPS and CDMA, and 
EvDO mobile phones. 

 

¶ PCTEST is a CTIA Authorized Test Laboratory (CATL) for Over-the-Air (OTA) 
Antenna Performance testing for AMPS, CDMA, GSM, GPRS, EGPRS, UMTS (W-
CDMA), CDMA 1xEVDO Data, CDMA 1xRTT Data. 

 

Figure 2-1 
Map of the Greater Baltimore 

and Metropolitan Washington, 
D.C. Area 






























































