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1 Introduction 

Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. (QTI) is a Wi-Fi chipset manufacturer for both access points (AP) 
and client equipment that operates in the 6 GHz band.  Additionally, Qualcomm maintains an 
Automated Frequency Coordination (AFC) Service to manage spectrum access for the 6 GHz 
band.  Qualcomm’s AFC service is complemented by Qualcomm’s AFC Geolocation Services 
where APIs can be licensed to provide one or more geolocation services such as device location 
and device elevation. 

Regional regulators have specific certification procedures for devices that utilize one or more 
geolocation services to determine location for the purposes of communicating with an AFC for a 6 
GHz channel allocation. 

This document defines the documents Qualcomm makes available to OEMs and the regulator 
specific procedures for equipment authorizations. 

 

The regulatory current scope of this document includes: 

■ FCC for the US 

■ ISED for Canada (placeholder for upcoming procedure) 
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2 Geolocation Regulatory Certification 
Documentation 

Qualcomm worked with regulators to understand and approve geolocation feature documentation 
required for equipment certification procedures in respective regulatory markets.   

Qualcomm will make the required documentation for a regulatory approval available to an OEM to 
completed required documentation. 

Qualcomm confidential documents include proprietary information and can only be submitted as 
long term confidential documents in regulatory submissions unless otherwise specified by 
Qualcomm.  Only one the general description document, as described in the following section, 
can be submitted to a regulator as a public facing document.  
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3 FCC (US) Procedure to use a Qualcomm 
Geolocation Feature 

As required by FCC KDB 987594 D01, an approved FCC Persistent Inquiry Approval (PIA) for 
geolocation features used for AFC communication is required for a device FCC equipment 
authorization. 

For a given geolocation PIA, there are 4 documents that must be included with an equipment 
authorization.  Three of the documents must be filed as long term confidentiality and the fourth 
should be filed as short term confidentiality.  Table 3-1 summarizes the documents and 
submission requirement. 

Qualcomm’s geolocation feature may not provide the full geolocation requirement of latitude, 
longitude, and elevation.  In this situation, the host product must use more than one solution 
where a PIA is required for each geolocation feature.  Thus the FCC certification documentation 
must describe the overall system geolocation system design and include required PIA 
documentation for all utilized geolocation features. 

Example: A product uses API#1 to determine for location latitude/longitude and API#2 to 
determine device elevation.  The system integrator must document how API#1 and API#2 are 
both used to determine the location and provide the FCC approved PIA documentation for both 
geolocation features in the equipment authorization documentation. 

The Qualcomm PIA number can only be shared with the FCC, a TCB, and within the OEM 
company.  The PIA number cannot be shared with any other entity or in the public domain. 

Table 3-1 FCC Geolocation PIA Document Requirements 

Document Source Document FCC Submission Confidentiality 
Requirement 

FCC/Qualcomm Qualcomm PIA acceptance letter 
from the FCC 

Must be filed as long term confidential 

FCC/Qualcomm Copy of PIA inquiry Must be filed as long term confidential 

Qualcomm Qualcomm Geolocation 
Justification Report 

Must be filed as long term confidential 

Qualcomm Qualcomm General Description 
(public facing) 

Public with Short term confidentially optional  

Integrator Document describing one or 
geolocation more features used 
to determine location. 

Public with Short term confidential optional.  
Cannot mention Qualcomm PIA # 

 

  

https://apps.fcc.gov/oetcf/kdb/forms/FTSSearchResultPage.cfm?id=277034&switch=P
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FCC Process step summary 

1. Completed required FCC certification lab testing and compile typical certification 
documentation 

2. Generate documentation describing the geolocation feature, or features, utilized to determine 
location information for communication with the AFC  

3. Submit Geolocation PIA documentation as described in Table 3-1 for each geolocation 
feature utilized.  The exact documentation will vary depending on the product. 

a. General description is public but can request short term confidentiality  

b. The PIA acceptance letter, PIA inquiry, Qualcomm justification report must be filed as 
long term confidential.  Any reference to the PIA number must be in a long term 
confidential document. 
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4 ISED (Canda) Procedure to use Qualcomm 
Geolocation Feature(s) 

ISED has reviewed and approved use of Qualcomm’s geolocation features. 

The process to utilize the geolocation features is essentially the same as the FCC but with 
different document submission requirements where the technical documents are reused from the 
FCC but an ISED approval letter must be submitted as described in Table 4-1. 

Table 4-1 FCC Geolocation PIA Document Requirements 

Document Source Document FCC Submission Confidentiality 
Requirement 

ISED/Qualcomm Geolocation acceptance letter Must be filed as long term confidential 

Qualcomm Qualcomm Geolocation 
Justification Report 

Must be filed as long term confidential 

Qualcomm Qualcomm General Description 
(public facing) 

Public with Short term confidentially optional  

Integrator Document describing one or 
geolocation more features used 
to determine location. 

Public with Short term confidential optional.   

. 

 

 

 



 

 

LEGAL INFORMATION 
 
Your access to and use of this material, along with any documents, software, specifications, reference board files, drawings, diagnostics and other 
information contained herein (collectively this “Material”), is subject to your (including the corporation or other legal entity you represent, 
collectively “You” or “Your”) acceptance of the terms and conditions (“Terms of Use”) set forth below. If You do not agree to these Terms of Use, 
you may not use this Material and shall immediately destroy any copy thereof.  
 

1)  Legal Notice.  

This Material is being made available to You solely for Your internal use with those products and service offerings of Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. 
(“Qualcomm Technologies”), its affiliates and/or licensors described in this Material, and shall not be used for any other purposes. If this Material is 
marked as “Qualcomm Internal Use Only”, no license is granted to You herein, and You must immediately (a) destroy or return this Material to 
Qualcomm Technologies, and (b) report Your receipt of this Material to qualcomm.support@qti.qualcomm.com. This Material may not be altered, 
edited, or modified in any way without Qualcomm Technologies’ prior written approval. Unauthorized use or disclosure of this Material or the 
information contained herein is strictly prohibited, and You agree to indemnify Qualcomm Technologies, its affiliates and licensors for any damages 
or losses suffered by Qualcomm Technologies, its affiliates and/or licensors for any such unauthorized uses or disclosures of this Material, in whole 
or part.  
 
Qualcomm Technologies, its affiliates and/or licensors retain all rights and ownership in and to this Material.  No license to any trademark, patent, 
copyright, mask work protection right or any other intellectual property right is either granted or implied by this Material or any information disclosed 
herein, including, but not limited to, any license to make, use, import or sell any product, service or technology offering embodying any of the 
information in this Material. 
 
THIS MATERIAL IS BEING PROVIDED “AS IS” WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND, WHETHER EXPRESSED, IMPLIED, STATUTORY OR OTHERWISE. TO 
THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, QUALCOMM TECHNOLOGIES, ITS AFFILIATES AND/OR LICENSORS SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM ALL 
WARRANTIES OF TITLE, MERCHANTABILITY, NON-INFRINGEMENT, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, SATISFACTORY QUALITY, COMPLETENESS 
OR ACCURACY, AND ALL WARRANTIES ARISING OUT OF TRADE USAGE OR OUT OF A COURSE OF DEALING OR COURSE OF PERFORMANCE.  
MOREOVER, NEITHER QUALCOMM TECHNOLOGIES, NOR ANY OF ITS AFFILIATES AND/OR LICENSORS, SHALL BE LIABLE TO YOU OR ANY THIRD PARTY 
FOR ANY EXPENSES, LOSSES, USE, OR ACTIONS HOWSOEVER INCURRED OR UNDERTAKEN BY YOU IN RELIANCE ON THIS MATERIAL.  
 
Certain product kits, tools and other items referenced in this Material may require You to accept additional terms and conditions before accessing 
or using those items. 
 
Technical data specified in this Material may be subject to U.S. and other applicable export control laws. Transmission contrary to U.S. and any other 
applicable law is strictly prohibited. 
 
Nothing in this Material is an offer to sell any of the components or devices referenced herein. 
 
This Material is subject to change without further notification. 
 
In the event of a conflict between these Terms of Use and the Website Terms of Use on www.qualcomm.com or the Qualcomm Privacy Policy 
referenced on www.qualcomm.com, these Terms of Use will control. In the event of a conflict between these Terms of Use and any other agreement 
(written or click-through, including, without limitation any non-disclosure agreement) executed by You and Qualcomm Technologies or a Qualcomm 
Technologies affiliate and/or licensor with respect to Your access to and use of this Material, the other agreement will control.  
 
These Terms of Use shall be governed by and construed and enforced in accordance with the laws of the State of California, excluding the U.N. 
Convention on International Sale of Goods, without regard to conflict of laws principles.  Any dispute, claim or controversy arising out of or relating 
to these Terms of Use, or the breach or validity hereof, shall be adjudicated only by a court of competent jurisdiction in the county of San Diego, 
State of California, and You hereby consent to the personal jurisdiction of such courts for that purpose. 

2)  Trademark and Product Attribution Statements.   

Qualcomm is a trademark or registered trademark of Qualcomm Incorporated. Arm is a registered trademark of Arm Limited (or its subsidiaries) in 
the U.S. and/or elsewhere. The Bluetooth® word mark is a registered trademark owned by Bluetooth SIG, Inc. Other product and brand names 
referenced in this Material may be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. 
 
Snapdragon and Qualcomm branded products referenced in this Material are products of Qualcomm Technologies, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries.  
Qualcomm patented technologies are licensed by Qualcomm Incorporated. 
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